
Mr. A Stevenson, 
Development Management,

Developments and Environmental, North Somerset Council,
Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare BS23 1UJ

Dear Mr. Stevenson,   Re:  Planning Application Number: 15/P/0185/O
Outline application for the erection of 85 dwellings north of Chestnut Drive, Claverham

I OBJECT TO THE ABOVE PROPOSAL, BECAUSE:
IT WOULD BE AGAINST THE LAWS WHICH PROTECT ECOLOGICAL 
HABITATS OF BATS AND THE HUMAN AND ANIMAL ENVIRONMENT.

Because: Bats have a long established presence in the Dunsters Road, Chestnut Drive area of Claverham, allowing them to 
gorge on summer biting insects which are greatly controlled by their protection. The bat roosts locally (in particular the 
horse-shoe bats from the Grade 2 listed Claverham House), may become unsustainable, if the fields they fly over to reach 
their feeding ground surrounding properties were built on; and  nobody can be sure otherwise. In my view it is a risk that 
planners would not take. I have lived in Claverham for 44 years and can promise and give supporting testament to this.

Because the flora and fauna built up around the two fields, allowing insect, bird life, trees, hedges aided by direct sunlight, 
wind, frost and rain has taken thousands of years to get to where it is today – too precious to lose for an inferior offering  
of new homes that could better be built by existing property  re-development; as was the construction of 8 or 9 homes –  
in place of just one, at the top of High Street (by the scout hut).

Because the interconnection between us and the environment (which preserves diversification for living species of all 
kinds) , has become proven to be more essential, than earlier developers of community spaces understood (i.e. 
before the rate of scientific research we are lucky enough to have now, became known). Environments are key!

IF IT DOESN'T 'PROTECT THE BATS AND WIDER ENVIRONMENTAL 'NEEDS' OF 
CLAVERHAM, the application CANNOT meet the viability test or the sustainability test enshrined 

within the governments 2014 announced NPPF 
(BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE A RETRIGRADE EFFECT ON LIVES). 

 Recognizing that Claverham would have ITS BAT POPULATION AND WIDER 
ENVIRONMENT THREATENED (if the go-ahead is given for green-field construction), the 

application must be opposed.

I shall rely on everyone's ethical reasoning, NOT to pass this application: which may attempt 'to use 
opportunistic timing or technical loop-hole trickery' (aimed at denying residents of Claverham the protection  

'under law', that the spirit and intention of UK and European Legal statutes are set up to provide).

Yours sincerely, Richard Sibley 13 Dunsters Road, Claverham, BS49 4LU tel (01934) 838709 and (07805) 850569
Supporting 'arguments against unsustainable non-viable development' : www.lifecentrestage.wordpress.com   

http://www.lifecentrestage.wordpress.com/



